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INSTRUCTIONS
A transmission developer seeking eligibility to use regional cost allocation for a transmission project selected in the WestConnect Regional Transmission Plan (Regional Plan) for purposes of cost allocation must be a member of either the Transmission Owners with Load Serving Obligations (TOLSO) or Independent Transmission Developers and Owners (ITDO) sector, or must agree to sign the Planning Participation Agreement and join the TOLSO or ITDO member sector.  Further, a transmission developer meeting the criteria stated above must submit to the Planning Management Committee (PMC) the following information using this application and in accordance with the information submission window as noticed on the WestConnect website (www.WestConnect.com) to be considered for eligibility to use regional cost allocation for a transmission project selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation.
The intent of WestConnect in seeking the requested information is to enable a high level screening evaluation of the Transmission Developer Applicant’s (Applicant’s) ability (and other entities that it proposes to work with and rely upon) to carry out the required tasks and responsibilities associated with developing, financing, building, owning, operating and maintaining a transmission facility that is approved for cost allocation.  The PMC will use at its discretion the information requested in this application in making its determination of those transmission developers that are eligible to be selected as the developer to utilize regional cost allocation for a transmission project selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation
.
The high level screening evaluation is not an evaluation of the Applicant’s ability to execute a specific project, but rather a way to determine if a transmission developer has sufficient experience and/or capabilities to be granted the right to utilize a cost allocation given to a specific transmission project selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation. While not all of the information requested in this application is absolutely required for the evaluation, the Applicant is encouraged to submit as much of the requested information as possible to assist the PMC in making its determination. It is not necessary for an Applicant to have developed significant transmission or to have active teams in place to execute all phases of transmission development, and it may be sufficient for an Applicant to describe how it will plan for and execute the various activities referenced in the application. 
Determination by the PMC of an entity’s eligibility to use regional cost allocation does not confer upon that entity any right to construct, own, and/or operate a transmission project; collect the costs associated with the construction, ownership and/or operation of a transmission project; or to provide transmission services on the transmission facilities constructed, owned and/or operated.
Note: If the Applicant prefers to rely on a corporate affiliation or other third-parties with relevant experience (Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies)) to satisfy any of the following criteria, the Applicant must fill out and submit the information requested in Section II of this application
. 
All information submitted using this application must be marked by the submitter in accordance with the appropriate document class such that it can be treated appropriately by WestConnect.  The markings should be as follows: a) None or “Public”; b) Contains CEII – Do Not Release; c) Contains Privileged Information – Do Not Release.  All Eligible Transmission Developers company names will be posted publicly at the end of the qualification process.  
SECTION I: PRIMARY APPLICANT INFORMATION
Please enter your Applicant information in detail below:
	Legal Name of  Transmission Developer Applicant (Applicant):
	     

	Type of Legal Entity & Location and Date Legal Entity was organized.

	     

	Are there any legal actions pending against the entity that could affect its ability to develop or finance a project?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, Please explain:_     _
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	Business Address of Applicant
	     

	States in which Applicant has Developed or is Currently Developing Transmission Projects
	1.(_     _)

2.(_     _)

3.(_     _)
4.(_     _)
5.(_     _)
6.(_     _)

	WestConnect Membership Status
(Signed or intend to sign the WestConnect Planning Participation Agreement (PPA))


	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, the Applicant(s) is a Member.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No, the Applicant(s) is not a Member, but intends to sign the PPA.

	Type of  WestConnect Member 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Transmission Owner with Load Serving Obligation (TOLSO)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Independent Transmission Developer and Owner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Others(_     _)

	North American Electric Reliability Corporation Registrations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Owner 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Operator 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Planner  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other(_     _)

	Applicant’s Designated Primary Contact Person
· Name & Title: 

· E-Mail Address: 

· Telephone #: 

· Fax #: 

· Mailing Address: 
	      

	Applicant’s Secondary Contact Person

· Name & Title: 

· E-Mail Address: 

· Telephone #: 

· Fax #:

· Mailing Address:
	     


SECTION II: ALTERNATE QUALIFYING ENTITY INFORMATION

The Applicant can demonstrate that it meets certain criteria in this application either on its own or by relying on an entity or entities with which it has a corporate affiliation or other third parties with relevant experience (Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies)).
  
Instructions
1. Individually qualified Applicants seeking a joint venture need not re-apply as a joint application for qualification.

2. An Applicant may file a single application packet with its corporate affiliates or contractual partners listed as Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies). 
3. In lieu of a contractual or affiliate relationship with one or more Alternate Qualifying Entity (ies) the Applicant intends to rely upon for meeting any of the criteria in this application, the Applicant must provide an attestation form which indicates its plans for entering into a definitive agreement with the Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies).

A. Applicant’s use of Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies):
	Is the Applicant using any Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No 


	Please list all Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies) 
(Note: part B must be filled out for each Alternate Qualifying Entity listed)
	1.(_     _)

2.(_     _)

3.(_     _)

4.(_     _)




B. Detailed Alternate Qualifying Entity Information 
Please provide the information indicated below for each Alternate Qualifying Entity listed in Section II. A. (Additional copies of this table are provided at the end of the application form.)
	Legal Name of the Alternate Qualifying Entity (AQE)

	     

	Type of Legal Entity & Location and Date Legal Entity was organized.

	     

	Are there any legal actions pending against the AQE that could affect its ability to develop or finance a project?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, Please explain:_     _
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	Business Address of Alternate Qualifying Entity
	     

	States in which Alternate Qualifying Entity has Developed or is Currently Developing Transmission Projects
	1.(_     _)

2.(_     _)

3.(_     _)

4.(_     _)

5.(_     _)

6.(_     _)

	North American Electric Reliability Corporation Registrations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Owner 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Operator 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Planner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other(_     _)

	Primary Contact for AQE
· Applicant Name & Title: 

· E-Mail Address: 

· Telephone #: 

· Fax #: 

· Mailing Address: 

	      

	Secondary Contact for AQE
· Applicant Name &Title: 

· E-Mail Address: 

· Telephone #: 

· Fax #:

· Mailing Address:
	     

	Please list all qualification criteria (as listed in Section XI) of the Alternate Qualifying Entity that the Primary Applicant is relying upon for purposes of this application.
	1.(_     _)

2.(_     _)

3.(_     _)

4.(_     _)

	Did the Primary Applicant provide copies with this application of its definitive agreement with the Alternate Qualifying Entity and if no such agreement exists, did the Applicant provide an attestation form which indicates its plans for entering into a definitive agreement with the Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No



SECTION III: PROJECT EXPERIENCE & CAPABILITIES
This section requests the Applicant to provide a description of its experience related to financing, owning, engineering, constructing, operating and maintaining electric transmission facilities, and managing teams performing such activities. This section should include a discussion by the Applicant of the types of resources the Applicant has utilized, including relevant capability and experience (in-house labor, contractors, other transmission providers, etc.) for the licensing, design, engineering, material and equipment procurement, siting and routing, Right-of-Way (“ROW”) and land acquisition, construction and project management related to the construction of transmission projects. The Applicant should provide, in particular, information related to any current or previous experience in financing, owning, constructing, operating, and maintaining regional transmission facilities
.  
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Please check this box if the Applicant has no past or current experiences related to financing, owning, constructing, operating and maintaining transmission facilities, and managing teams performing such activities, and please proceed to Section IV. 
Note: If the Applicant will rely on an Alternate Qualifying Entity (corporate affiliate or other third-parties) to satisfy any of the following criteria, the Applicant must fill out Section II and submit all relevant information as it pertains to the qualifications of the Alternate Qualifying Entity in, or as an attachment to, this application.
A. Overview of Experience & Capabilities
The Applicant may provide a description of current or previous experience in financing, owning, constructing, operating and maintaining transmission facilities in the space provided below and/or via an attachment to this application:

	     


 FORMCHECKBOX 
    
Applicant has provided additional information as an attachment to this application.

Brief description of attachments provided:      
A.1
Past and Current Transmission Project Information
Provide the following information regarding Applicant’s, or Alternate Qualifying Entity (ies)’s, transmission projects that are in-service, under construction, and/or abandoned.  Any additional information the Applicant wishes to provide for each project listed may be included as an attachment to this application.
	Project
	Status
	Voltage (kV)
	Length (miles)
	Location (County, State)
	Approximate Installed Costs
	Schedule
	Responsible Entity for each Project Phase 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	Engineering Start Date
	Construction Start Date
	COD
	Engineering
	Construction
	Operation & Maintenance
	Ownership

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	     
	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


 FORMCHECKBOX 
    
Applicant has provided additional information as an attachment to this application.

Brief description of attachments provided:      
A.2
Assets Owned (Optional
):
	Transmission Lines Financed/Owned
	Solely Owned

(Dollars or Miles)
	Jointly Owned

(Dollars or Miles)

	In the United States of America:
	     
	     

	Globally (U.S. and international):
	     
	     

	AC Lines (<100 kV):
	     
	     

	AC Lines (100 kV < 200 kV):
	     
	     

	AC Lines (230 kV):
	     
	     

	AC Lines (345 kV):
	     
	     

	AC Lines (500 kV):
	     
	     

	AC Lines (765 kV):
	     
	     

	HVDC Lines:
	     
	     


	Number of Substations Financed/Owned
	Solely Owned
	Jointly Owned


	In the United States of America:
	     
	     

	Globally (U.S. and international):
	     
	     

	AC (<100 kV):
	     
	     

	AC (100 kV < 200 kV):
	     
	     

	AC (230 kV):
	     
	     

	AC (345 kV):
	     
	     

	AC (500 kV):
	     
	     

	AC (765 kV):
	     
	     

	HVDC Converters:
	     
	     


A.3
Operation and Maintenance of Assets (Optional
):
	Transmission Lines 
Operated & Maintained 
	Solely Operated & Maintained 

(Miles or Dollars)
	Jointly Operated & Maintained

(Miles or Dollars)

	
	Globally
(U.S. and international) 
	United States 
	NERC TOP in U.S. 
	Globally 
(U.S. and international) 
	United States 
	NERC TOP in U.S. 

	Total:
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	AC Lines (<100 kV):
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	AC Lines (100 kV < 200 kV):
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	AC Lines (230 kV):
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	AC Lines (345 kV):
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	AC Lines (500 kV):
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	AC Lines (765 kV):
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	HVDC Lines:
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


	Number of Substations Operated & Maintained
	Solely Operated & Maintained 
	Jointly Operated & Maintained


	
	Globally
 (U.S. and international) 
	United States 
	NERC TOP in U.S. 
	Globally 
(U.S. and international) 
	United States 
	NERC TOP in U.S. 

	Total:
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	AC Lines (<100 kV):
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	AC (100 kV < 200 kV):
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	AC (230 kV):
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	AC (345 kV):
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	AC (500 kV):
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	AC (765 kV):
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     

	HVDC:
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     
	     


B. Human Resource/Staff Capabilities for Transmission Project Support 
The Applicant may summarize the types of resources it has utilized, including relevant capability and experience (in-house labor, contractors, other transmission providers, etc.) for the licensing, design, engineering, material and equipment procurement, siting and routing, Right-of-Way (“ROW”) and land acquisition, construction and project management related to the construction of transmission projects in the space provided below and/or via an attachment to this application:

	     


 FORMCHECKBOX 
    
Applicant has provided additional information as an attachment to this application.

Brief description of attachments provided:      
B.1 
Summary of staff and third-party contractor strength (Optional
): 
	In-house Staff & Support Resources 
	Solely Owned
	Jointly Owned


	Total # of existing in-house personnel engaged in transmission project implementation and/or transmission facility operations & maintenance: 
	     
	     

	Total man-years of experience in project implementation: 
	     
	     

	Total man-years of experience in operations and maintenance: 
	     
	     

	Total gross plant investment in general plant used to support project implementation, operations, & maintenance: 
	     
	     


B.2
Detailed staff and third-party contractor strength (Optional
):

	In-house Staff Experience Type 
	Solely Operated & Maintained 
	Jointly Operated & Maintained 


	
	# of In-House Staff 
	Combined # of years experience 
	# of In-House Staff
	Combined # of years experience 

	Project Management: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Transmission Planning: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Finance: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Legal: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Routing & Siting: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Land Acquisition: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Regulatory Permitting: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Land Surveying: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Transmission Line Engineering: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Transmission Substation Engineering: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Structural Engineering: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	System Protection Engineering: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Materials & Contractor Procurement: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Budget Analysis: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Transmission Line Construction & Maintenance: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Switching: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Control Room Operations: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Protective Relay Testing & Commissioning: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Equipment Testing & Commissioning: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Field Supervision: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Quality Assurance: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Safety: 
	     
	     
	     
	     

	Risk Management: 
	     
	     
	     
	     


SECTION IV: PROJECT DEVELOPMENT PLAN & EXECUTION
This section requests the Applicant to explain its plan for effective project development and execution
.  
Note: If the Applicant will rely on an Alternate Qualifying Entity (corporate affiliate or other third-parties) to satisfy any of the following criteria, the Applicant must fill out Section II and submit all relevant information as it pertains to the qualifications of the Alternate Qualifying Entity in, or as an attachment to, this application.

A. The Applicant’s Project Development Plan should describe the Applicant’s capability, experience, and process to address the following areas
:

1 Capital procurement for project funding.

2 Project management.

3 Transmission line routing studies and/or substation siting studies.

4 Regulatory permitting including preparation, filing, legal support, and testimony.

5 Right-of-way and other real estate acquisition abilities, including procedures and historic practices exhibiting sound ROW and land management, particularly as it relates to siting or routing transmission facilities through environmentally sensitive areas and mitigation thereof.

6 Preliminary engineering, design, and land surveying for regulatory filing and routing study support.

7 Detailed engineering, design, and land surveying for the final design package.

8 Material Bidding and Procurement.

9 Construction.

10 Commissioning and Testing.
Please list the names of any Business Practice Manuals or Procedures maintained by the Applicant to address any of the activities described in items 1-10 above.

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     

	     


SECTION V: REGULATORY COMPLIANCE & COMPLIANCE HISTORY
This section requests the Applicant to explain its experience with North American Electric Reliability Corporation (NERC) and/or Regional Entity Reliability Standards and/or other regulatory requirements pertaining to the development, construction, ownership, operation, and/or maintenance of electric transmission facilities.  The Applicant is encouraged to provide as much information as necessary to demonstrate its ability to comply with Good Utility Practice, Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) criteria and regional Reliability Standards, NERC Reliability Standards, construction standards, industry standards, and environmental standards
. If the Applicant has no such experience, the Applicant should explain their plans for ensuring compliance if they were to develop and/or operate a transmission project selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation.
Note: If the Applicant will rely on an Alternate Qualifying Entity (corporate affiliate or other third-parties) to satisfy any of the following criteria, the Applicant must fill out Section II and submit all relevant information as it pertains to the qualifications of the Alternate Qualifying Entity in, or as an attachment to, this application.

A. The Applicant may describe its ability to comply with Good Utility Practice, WECC criteria and regional Reliability Standards, NERC Reliability Standards, construction standards, industry standards, and environmental standards in the space provided below and/or via an attachment to this application
:
	     


 FORMCHECKBOX 
    
Applicant has provided additional information as an attachment to this application.

Brief description of attachments provided:      
B. Please list all public violations (including safety, reliability, and regulatory) pertaining to the development, construction, ownership, operation, or maintenance of any transmission facilities owned or operated by the Applicant (or its Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies)).  (Non CIP and Non CEII related information only.) Please provide an explanation for each violation listed via an attachment to this application.
	Type of Violation
	Date of Violation
	Public Location of Documentation (i.e. website)

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     


If, at the time the Applicant submits the information requested in this form, the Applicant has not developed, constructed, owned, operated or maintained electric transmission facilities, the Applicant shall instead provide the following information:
C. Please list all public violations (including safety, reliability, and regulatory (Non CIP and Non CEII related information only)) specifically related to any electric distribution or generating facilities the Applicant (or its Alternate Qualifying Entity) has developed, constructed, owns, operates and/or maintains, as applicable.  Please provide an explanation for each violation listed via an attachment to this application. 
	Type of Violation
	Date of Violation
	Public Location of Documentation (i.e. website)

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     

	 FORMDROPDOWN 

	     
	     


SECTION VI: PARTICIPATION IN THE REGIONAL PLANNING PROCESS
This section requests the Applicant to describe its involvement in the WestConnect Regional Planning Process or any other regional planning forums for the identification, analysis, and communication of transmission projects
.  If the Applicant has no such experience, the Applicant should explain its plans for involvement in the Regional Planning Process if they were to develop and/or operate a transmission project selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation.
Note: If the Applicant will rely on an Alternate Qualifying Entity (corporate affiliate or other third-parties) to satisfy any of the following criteria, the Applicant must fill out Section II and submit all relevant information as it pertains to the qualifications of the Alternate Qualifying Entity in, or as an attachment to, this application.

A. Please describe your roles/responsibilities/involvement, if any, in the following committees and subcommittees under the WestConnect Regional Planning structure.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
  Planning Management Committee (PMC)
	     


      FORMCHECKBOX 
  Planning Subcommittee (PS)
	     


   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cost Allocation Subcommittee (CAS)
	     


  FORMCHECKBOX 
  Legal Subcommittee (LS)
	     


    FORMCHECKBOX 
  Contract and Compliance Subcommittee (CCS)
	     


B. Please describe your roles/responsibilities/involvement, if any, with the Western Electricity Coordinating Council (WECC) or any of its subgroups/task forces/forums.

	     


C. Please describe your roles/responsibilities/involvement, if any, with any other regional planning groups or any of its subgroups/task forces/forums.
	     



SECTION VII: FINANCIAL CAPABILITIES
This section requests the Applicant to demonstrate its creditworthiness and adequate capital resources to finance transmission projects
. 
Note: If the Applicant will rely on an Alternate Qualifying Entity (corporate affiliate or other third-parties) to satisfy any of the following criteria, the Applicant must fill out Section II and submit all relevant information as it pertains to the qualifications of the Alternate Qualifying Entity in, or as an attachment to, this application.

A. Please provide the Applicant’s credit ratings received from S&P and Moody’s in the spaces provided below, and the latest Rating Agency reports as an attachment to this application.

Standard & Poor’s Financial Services LLC
Credit Rating (s):      

Moody’s Investors Services, Inc.

Credit Rating(s):      
A1.
As an alternative to item A, the Applicant may provide corporate financial statements for the most recent five years for which they are available as an attachment to this application.

 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Applicant has provided additional information as an attachment to this application.

Brief description of attachments provided:      
A2.
Applicants that do not have a credit rating or are less than five years old should provide corporate financial statements for each year they are available as an attachment to this application.  Alternatively, the Applicant may provide a guarantee, a surety bond, letter of credit or other form of security that is reasonably acceptable.
 FORMCHECKBOX 
   Applicant has provided additional information as an attachment to this application.

Brief description of attachments provided:      
B. The following ratios must be provided with any explanations regarding the ratios:

i. Funds from operations-to-interest coverage.      
ii. Funds from operation-to-total debt.      
iii. Total debt-to-total capital.      
iv. The Applicant must indicate the levels of the above ratios the company will maintain during and following construction of a transmission element.      
SECTION VIII: SAFETY PRACTICES
This section requests the Applicant to describe its internal safety program, contractor safety program, safety performance record and program execution
. If the Applicant has no such experience with safety programs, the Applicant should explain their plans for developing such safety programs if they were to develop and/or operate a transmission project selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation.
Note: If the Applicant will rely on an Alternate Qualifying Entity (corporate affiliate or other third-parties) to satisfy any of the following criteria, the Applicant must fill out Section II and submit all relevant information as it pertains to the qualifications of the Alternate Qualifying Entity in, or as an attachment to, this application.

A. The Applicant may describe its internal safety program, contractor safety program, safety performance record and program execution in the space provided below and/or via an attachment to this application.  If the Applicant has no such experience with safety programs, the Applicant should explain their plans for developing such safety programs:
	     


 FORMCHECKBOX 
    
Applicant has provided additional information as an attachment to this application.

Brief description of attachments provided:      
SECTION IX: TRANSMISSION OPERATIONS
This section requests the Applicant to demonstrate that it has the ability to undertake control center operations capabilities, including reservations, scheduling, and outage coordination; demonstrate that it has the ability to obtain required path ratings; establish required Total Transfer Capability; provide evidence of storm/outage response and restoration plans; and provide a statement of which entity will be operating completed transmission facilities and will be responsible for staffing, equipment, and crew training
. 
Note: If the Applicant will rely on an Alternate Qualifying Entity (corporate affiliate or other third-parties) to satisfy any of the following criteria, the Applicant must fill out Section II and submit all relevant information as it pertains to the qualifications of the Alternate Qualifying Entity in, or as an attachment to, this application.

A. Control Center Operations

The Applicant may provide a description of its control center operations capabilities, including experience with reservations, scheduling, and outage coordination in the space provided below and/or via an attachment to this application.  If the Applicant has no such experience, the Applicant should describe its plans for undertaking control center operations capabilities if they were to develop and/or operate a transmission project selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation:

	     


 FORMCHECKBOX 
    
Applicant has provided additional information as an attachment to this application.

Brief description of attachments provided:      
B. Path Rating Process

The Applicant may provide a description of its experience with the WECC Path Rating Process and/or with conducting system impact studies in the space provided below and/or via an attachment to this application.  If the Applicant has no such experience, the Applicant should describe its plans for obtaining a path rating, if required, if they were to develop and/or operate a transmission project selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation:

	     


 FORMCHECKBOX 
    
Applicant has provided additional information as an attachment to this application.

Brief description of attachments provided:      
C. Total Transfer Capability

The Applicant may provide a description of its experience establishing Total Transfer Capability in the space provided below and/or via an attachment to this application.  If the Applicant has no such experience, the Applicant should describe its plans for establishing Total Transfer Capability if they were to develop and/or operate a transmission project selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation:

	     


 FORMCHECKBOX 
    
Applicant has provided additional information as an attachment to this application.

Brief description of attachments provided:      
D. Storm/Outage Response and Restoration Plans

The Applicant may provide a description of its storm/outage response and restoration plans in the space provided below and/or via an attachment to this application.  If the Applicant has no such experience, the Applicant should describe its plans for storm/outage response and restoration plans if they were to develop and/or operate a transmission project selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation:

	     


 FORMCHECKBOX 
    
Applicant has provided additional information as an attachment to this application.

Brief description of attachments provided:      
E. Operations Entity

The Applicant should identify which entity will be operating completed transmission facilities and will be responsible for staffing, equipment, and crew training.  The Applicant will not be required to have an operations entity under contract at the time it seeks to be designated as an Eligible Transmission Developer, but the Applicant should provide an attestation form which indicates its plans for entering into a definitive agreement with the Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies) it intends to utilize for operating completed transmission facilities.
	     


 FORMCHECKBOX 
    
Applicant has provided additional information as an attachment to this application.

          Brief description of attachments provided:      
SECTION X: TRANSMISSION MAINTENANCE

This section requests the Applicant to demonstrate that it has, or has plans to develop, an adequate transmission maintenance program, including staffing and crew training, transmission facility and equipment maintenance, and provide a statement of which entity will be performing maintenance on completed transmission facilities
.  An Applicant will not be required to have a maintenance entity under contract at the time it seeks to be designated as an Eligible Transmission Developer, but the Applicant should provide an attestation form which indicates its plans for entering into a definitive agreement with the Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies) it intends to utilize for maintaining completed transmission facilities. 
Note: If the Applicant will rely on an Alternate Qualifying Entity (corporate affiliate or other third-parties) to satisfy any of the following criteria, the Applicant must fill out Section II and submit all relevant information as it pertains to the qualifications of the Alternate Qualifying Entity in, or as an attachment to, this application.

A. The Applicant may describe its transmission maintenance program (or plans to develop such a program), including staffing and crew training, transmission facility and equipment maintenance, and past maintenance performance in the space provided below and/or via an attachment to this application.
	     


 FORMCHECKBOX 
    
Applicant has provided additional information as an attachment to this application.

Brief description of attachments provided:      
B. Please provide a statement of which entity will be performing maintenance on completed transmission facilities.

	     


SECTION XI: QUALIFICATION CRITERIA AND ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

a. Qualification Criteria 

It is the obligation of the Applicant to provide sufficient information to address each of the competencies referenced in this application so as to convince the PMC that the developer has or can obtain the capabilities to finance, own, construct, operate and maintain a regional transmission project consistent with Good Utility Practice within the state(s) within the WestConnect Planning Region.  The PMC will determine the qualification criteria from the information requested in this application for a transmission developer to be deemed eligible to use regional cost allocation for a transmission project selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation.  The qualification criteria, at a minimum will include, but is not limited to: 

1. The Applicant has demonstrated the capability to license, design, engineer, procure material and equipment, site and route, acquire Right-of- Way (ROW), project manage, and construct large transmission projects. (Section III and Section IV)
2. The Applicant is able to be compliant with NERC and/or Regional Entity Reliability Standards and/or other regulatory requirements pertaining to the development, construction, ownership, operation, and/or maintenance of electric transmission facilities. (Section V)
3. The Applicant will participate in the Regional Planning Process and other applicable planning forums for the identification, analysis, and communication of transmission projects. (Section VI)
4. The Applicant has demonstrated creditworthiness and adequate capital resources to finance transmission projects. (Section VII)
5. The Applicant has demonstrated that it has or has plans to develop an adequate internal safety program, contractor safety program, safety performance record and program execution. (Section VIII)
6. The Applicant will be able to operate and maintain a transmission project in accordance with Good Utility Practice and in compliance with all NERC and/or Regional Entity Reliability Standards. (Section IX and Section X)
b. Notification to Transmission Developer
No later than September 30 each year, the PMC will notify each Applicant whether it has satisfied the qualification criteria. A transmission developer failing to satisfy one or more of the qualification criteria will be informed of the same and accorded an additional opportunity to cure any deficiency within thirty (30) calendar days of notice from the PMC. The PMC will inform the Applicant whether the additional information satisfies the qualification criteria within forty-five (45) calendar days of receipt of the additional information. The PMC will identify the Applicants that have satisfied the qualification criteria (the “Eligible Transmission Developers”) by a posting on the WestConnect website, on or before December 31 of each year.
c. Annual Recertification Process and Reporting Requirements
By June 30 of each year, each Eligible Transmission Developer must submit to WestConnect a notarized letter signed by an authorized officer of the Eligible Transmission Developer certifying that the Eligible Transmission Developer continues to meet the current qualification criteria. The Eligible Transmission Developer shall submit to the PMC an annual certification fee equal to the amount of the WestConnect annual membership fee. If the Eligible Transmission Developer is a member of WestConnect and is current in payment of its annual membership fee, then no certification fee will be required.
If at any time there is a change to the information provided in its application, an Eligible Transmission Developer shall be required to inform the PMC chair within thirty (30) calendar days of such change so that the PMC may determine whether the Eligible Transmission Developer continues to satisfy the qualification criteria. Upon notification of any such change, the PMC shall have the option to: (1) determine that the change does not affect the status of the transmission developer as an Eligible Transmission Developer; (2) suspend the transmission developer’s eligibility status until any deficiency in the transmission developer’s qualifications is cured; (3) allow the transmission developer to maintain its eligibility status for a limited time period, as specified by the PMC, while the transmission developer cures the deficiency; or (4) terminate the transmission developer’s eligibility status.
d. Termination of Eligibility Status

The PMC may terminate an Eligible Transmission Developer’s status if the Eligible Transmission Developer: (1) fails to submit its annual certification letter; (2) fails to pay the applicable WestConnect membership fees; (3) experiences a change in its qualifications and the PMC determines that it may no longer qualify as an Eligible Transmission Developer; (4) informs the PMC that it no longer desires to be an Eligible Transmission Developer; (5) fails to notify the PMC of a change to the information provided in its application within thirty (30) days of such change; or (6) fails to execute the Planning Participation Agreement as agreed to in the qualification criteria within a reasonable time defined by the PMC, after seeking to be an entity eligible to use the regional cost allocation method for a transmission project selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation.
SIGNATURE SECTION
By submitting this Application, Applicant(s) certifies it has read and understands the abovementioned information. The individual(s) signing below warrants and represents that he or she has authority to execute this document on behalf of the Applicant, and certifies that the information submitted to WestConnect herein is true and correct to the best of his or her knowledge.
	Primary Applicant 
	Alternate Qualifying Entity  #1

	Name:      
Title:      
Signature: ________________________________________
	Name:      
Title:      
Signature: ________________________________________

	Date:            
	Date:            

	
	

	Alternate Qualifying Entity #2
	Alternate Qualifying Entity  #3

	Name:      
Title:      
Signature: ________________________________________
	Name:      
Title:      
Signature: ________________________________________

	Date:            
	Date:            


Submit the completed application and any attachments by email to: DeveloperQual@westconnect.com 
Additional Entry Table for Section II. B

Detailed Alternate Qualifying Entity Information 
Please provide the information indicated below for each Alternate Qualifying Entity listed in Section II. A

	Legal Name of the Alternate Qualifying Entity (AQE)


	     

	Type of Legal Entity & Location and Date Legal Entity was organized.

	     

	Are there any legal actions pending against the AQE that could affect its ability to develop or finance a project?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, Please explain:_     _
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	Business Address of Alternate Qualifying Entity
	     

	States in which Alternate Qualifying Entity has Developed or is Currently Developing Transmission Projects
	1.(_     _)

2.(_     _)

3.(_     _)

4.(_     _)

5.(_     _)

6.(_     _)

	North American Electric Reliability Corporation Registrations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Owner 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Operator 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Planner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other(_     _)

	Primary Contact for AQE
· Applicant Name & Title: 

· E-Mail Address: 

· Telephone #: 

· Fax #: 

· Mailing Address: 

	      

	Secondary Contact for AQE
· Applicant Name &Title: 

· E-Mail Address: 

· Telephone #: 

· Fax #:

· Mailing Address:
	     

	Please list all qualification criteria (as listed in Section XI) of the Alternate Qualifying Entity that the Primary Applicant is relying upon for purposes of this application.
	1.(_     _)

2.(_     _)

3.(_     _)

4.(_     _)

	Did the Primary Applicant provide copies with this application of its definitive agreement with the Alternate Qualifying Entity and if no such agreement exists, did the Applicant provide an attestation form which indicates its plans for entering into a definitive agreement with the Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No



Additional Entry Table for Section II. B

Detailed Alternate Qualifying Entity Information 
Please provide the information indicated below for each Alternate Qualifying Entity listed in Section II. A

	Legal Name of the Alternate Qualifying Entity (AQE)


	     

	Type of Legal Entity & Location and Date Legal Entity was organized.

	     

	Are there any legal actions pending against the AQE that could affect its ability to develop or finance a project?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, Please explain:_     _
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	Business Address of Alternate Qualifying Entity
	     

	States in which Alternate Qualifying Entity has Developed or is Currently Developing Transmission Projects
	1.(_     _)

2.(_     _)

3.(_     _)

4.(_     _)

5.(_     _)

6.(_     _)

	North American Electric Reliability Corporation Registrations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Owner 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Operator 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Planner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other(_     _)

	Primary Contact for AQE
· Applicant Name & Title: 

· E-Mail Address: 

· Telephone #: 

· Fax #: 

· Mailing Address: 

	      

	Secondary Contact for AQE
· Applicant Name &Title: 

· E-Mail Address: 

· Telephone #: 

· Fax #:

· Mailing Address:
	     

	Please list all qualification criteria (as listed in Section XI) of the Alternate Qualifying Entity that the Primary Applicant is relying upon for purposes of this application.
	1.(_     _)

2.(_     _)

3.(_     _)

4.(_     _)

	Did the Primary Applicant provide copies with this application of its definitive agreement with the Alternate Qualifying Entity and if no such agreement exists, did the Applicant provide an attestation form which indicates its plans for entering into a definitive agreement with the Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No



Additional Entry Table for Section II. B

Detailed Alternate Qualifying Entity Information 
Please provide the information indicated below for each Alternate Qualifying Entity listed in Section II. A

	Legal Name of the Alternate Qualifying Entity (AQE)


	     

	Type of Legal Entity & Location and Date Legal Entity was organized.

	     

	Are there any legal actions pending against the AQE that could affect its ability to develop or finance a project?

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes, Please explain:_     _
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	Business Address of Alternate Qualifying Entity
	     

	States in which Alternate Qualifying Entity has Developed or is Currently Developing Transmission Projects
	1.(_     _)

2.(_     _)

3.(_     _)

4.(_     _)

5.(_     _)

6.(_     _)

	North American Electric Reliability Corporation Registrations
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Owner 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Operator 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Transmission Planner 

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other(_     _)

	Primary Contact for AQE
· Applicant Name & Title: 

· E-Mail Address: 

· Telephone #: 

· Fax #: 

· Mailing Address: 

	      

	Secondary Contact for AQE
· Applicant Name &Title: 

· E-Mail Address: 

· Telephone #: 

· Fax #:

· Mailing Address:
	     

	Please list all qualification criteria (as listed in Section XI) of the Alternate Qualifying Entity that the Primary Applicant is relying upon for purposes of this application.
	1.(_     _)

2.(_     _)

3.(_     _)

4.(_     _)

	Did the Primary Applicant provide copies with this application of its definitive agreement with the Alternate Qualifying Entity and if no such agreement exists, did the Applicant provide an attestation form which indicates its plans for entering into a definitive agreement with the Alternate Qualifying Entity(ies)?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes 
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No



� For any project selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation, the PMC will select a transmission developer who may utilize the regional cost allocation granted to the project from among all Eligible Transmission Developers as determined using the information provided via this application.  The developer selection process will occur following the PMC’s approval of projects selected in the Regional Plan for purposes of cost allocation.  


� In accordance with “WestConnect Membership” & “Affiliation Agreements” under the section entitled “Transmission Developer Qualification Criteria” in the Transmission Owners’ FERC Order 1000 Tariff filings.





� In accordance with “WestConnect Membership” & “Affiliation Agreements” under the section entitled “Transmission Developer Qualification Criteria” in the Transmission Owners’ FERC Order 1000 Tariff filings.


� In accordance with “Overview” & “Business Practices” under the section entitled “Transmission Developer Qualification Criteria” in the Transmission Owners’ FERC Order 1000 Tariff filings.


� A summary of the information requested in this table may also be submitted as part of the response requested to Section III.A.


� Jointly owned with External Entity (such as neighboring utility/co-op or an independent developer)


� Jointly owned with External Entity (such as neighboring utility/co-op or an independent developer)


� A summary of the information requested in this table may also be submitted as part of the response requested to Section III.A.


� Jointly owned with External Entity (such as neighboring utility/co-op or an independent developer)


� Jointly owned with External Entity (such as neighboring utility/co-op or an independent developer)


� A summary of the information requested in this table may also be submitted as part of the response requested to Section III.B.


� Jointly owned with External Entity (such as neighboring utility/co-op or an independent developer)


� A summary of the information requested in this table may also be submitted as part of the response requested to Section III.B.


� Jointly owned with External Entity (such as neighboring utility/co-op or an independent developer)


� In accordance with “Business Practices” & “Project Execution” under the section entitled “Transmission Developer Qualification Criteria” in the Transmission Owners’ FERC Order 1000 Tariff filings.


� An Applicant’s plans for the ongoing operation and maintenance of a transmission facility should be addressed in Section IX and Section X. 


� In accordance with “Compliance History” and “Regulatory Compliance” criteria under the section entitled “Transmission Developer Qualification Criteria” in the Transmission Owners’ FERC Order 1000 Tariff filings.


� Only names of compliance manuals/procedures, if referenced, are needed.  Complete manuals or procedures need not be submitted.


� In accordance with “Participation in Regional Planning Process” criteria under the section entitled “Transmission Developer Qualification Criteria” in the Transmission Owners’ FERC Order 1000 Tariff filings.


� In accordance with the “Financial Health” criteria under the section entitled “Transmission Developer Qualification Criteria” in the Transmission Owners’ FERC Order 1000 Tariff filings.


� In accordance with the “Safety Program “criteria under the section entitled “Transmission Developer Qualification Criteria” in the Transmission Owners’ FERC Order 1000 Tariff filings.


� In accordance with the “Transmission Operations” criteria under the section entitled “Transmission Developer Qualification Criteria” in the Transmission Owners’ FERC Order 1000 Tariff filings.


� In accordance with the “Transmission Maintenance” criteria under the section entitled “Transmission Developer Qualification Criteria” in the Transmission Owners’ FERC Order 1000 Tariff filings.
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